"His Favourite Flower"

would have wished to rest at Hughenden, near to his wife,
in the little graveyard beside the church. The burial
accordingly took place with all simplicity, in the park, in the
presence of the Prince of Wales and a few friends. On the
coffin were two wreaths from the Queen: one, of fresh
primroses, bore the inscription, "His favourite flower"; and
on the other the Queen had written in her own hand: "A
token of true affection, friendship, and respect."

At that moment she was at Osborne, too far off to be
able to attend the ceremony, but on her return she at once
made a point of visiting the grave, following on foot the
very path from the Manor down which the funeral pro-
cession had passed. In the church she caused a monument
to be put up at her own expense; on it one saw, under the
arms of the peer, the marble profile of Lord Beaconsfield,
with the inscription underneath:

TO
THE DEAR AND HONOURED MEMORY

OF
BENJAMIN EARL OF BEACONSHELD

THIS MEMORIAL IS PLACED BY

HIS GRATEFUL SOVEREIGN AND FRIEND

VICTORIA R. 1.

"Kings love him that speaketh right."

PROVERBS xvi.  13.

There was much discussion as to the Royal inscription,
"His favourite flower." Primroses ... the simplicity of
such a choice was troublesome to certain over-constant
adversaries. Gladstone, seated at table beside Lady Dorothy
Nevill, told her that he had grave doubts of Beaconsfield's
taste for these flowers: "Tell me, Lady Dorothy, on your
honour now, did you ever hear Lord Beaconsfield express